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- The mMUHG DATE of this eommunicaUon appears on the cover sheet with the corresponttence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of fime may be avalable under me provi^ m no event hoover, may a reply be timehr filed 

after SIX (6) MOMTHS fmm Itie maffing date of this communication. 
• If NO period for reply is specked above, the maximum statutoiy period vvO} apply and v^B expire SIX (6) MONTHS from me maBing date of this commtinication. 
. Failure to reply wimin the set or extended period fbr reply wia by statute, cause the appllc^^ (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Any reply received by the Office later ttian three months after me maifno elate 

earned patent tenn adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 Responsive to oommunicatlon(s) filed on 20Mav2008 . 
2a )H This actfon Is RNAL. 2b)n This actbn is non-final. 

3) 11] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecutton as to ttie merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-46 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 24-46 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) E] Clatmfs^ 10-23 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Ciaim{s> 1-3 and 6-9 Is/are rejected. 

7) H Claim(s> 4 and 5 is/are objected to. 

8) n Ciaim(5) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The spedfication is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Appficant inay not request that any obfection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing 8heet(s) including the correction is raquired the drEmnng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ TTie oath or declaration is objected to by the E3(aminer. Mote the attached Office Action or fonm PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a damn for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
aOAII bO Some *cO None of: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been receh^ed. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. , 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

appficafion from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 172(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 102 and § 103 

1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be 
found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternotive, under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as obvious over WO 02/26378 Al. WO '378 is applied 
for reasons as of record. If there is a difference betwreen WO '378 and the above claims, 
it will be in the intended use or the process limitation of the separation arrangement. As 
claims directed to an apparotus must be distir^uished from the prior art in terms of 
structure rather than function, the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified 
the reference's teachings because it has been held on the intended use of a device that 
""apparatus claims cover what a device is, not what a device does*, Hewlett-Paclrnxf Co, v. 
Bausch A Lomb Inc.. 15 USPQ 2d 1525. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Etievant et aL (US 6,245,309 Bl). 
Etievant is applied for rziosiox^^ as of record. If there is a difference between Etievant 
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and the above claims, it will be in the intended use or the process limitation of the 
separation arrangement. As claims directed to an apparatus must be distinguished from 
the prior art in terms of structure rather than function, the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the ort at the time the invention 
was made to have modified the referer\ce's teachings because it has been held on the 
intended use of a device that *apparotus claims cover what a device is, not what a device 
does", Hewlett-Packard Co. v. Bausch d Lamb Inc.. 15 USPQ 2d 1525. 

4. Claims 6-8 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over either 
WO '378 or Etievant *309, for reosor\s as of record. 

Allcwabte Subject Matter 

5. Claims 10-23 stand allowed, for reasons as of record. 

6. Claims 4 and 5 stated objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowoble if rewritten in independent form im:luding all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims, for reasons as of record. 



Response to Argments 
7. Applicant's arguments filed 20 May 2008 have been fully considered but they are 
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persuasive. 

Applicant argues that neither WO '378 nor Etievant disclose a separation 
arrangement as now claimed in the independent claim 1. Since the independent claim 1 as 
amended recites the process limitation of the separation arrangement and is not 
distinguished from the prior art in terms of structure, the claim and its dependent claims 
are rejected for reasons as set forth in the paragraphs above. 

ConclusiM 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitoted the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS AAADE FINAL See MPEP 
S 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened stottitory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing dote of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kishor AAoyekar whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1339. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reoch the examiner by telephone are unsuccessf ul« the examiner's 
supervisor. Nam Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-1342. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a VSPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN 
USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kishor Mayekar/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1795 



